[Abdominal aortic aneurysm in the elderly].
Complication-free abdominal aortic aneurysm is often asymptomatic and its diagnosis is therefore frequently coincidental. Abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) is often suddenly manifested during the rupture stage, resulting in the patient's death. The importance of early diagnosis is therefore clear, enabling optimal monitoring and correct management. EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN AND SUBJECTS: This retrospective study evaluated the incidence of AAA in 1304 over-65-year-olds in care. The authors examined the presence of AAA-related symptoms, risk factors and the concomitance of other pathologies. Four subjects were diagnosed with AAA, equivalent to 0.3% of the total population. All were male, smokers, with multidistrict atherosclerosis in association with other pathologies. The incidence of AAA in the population of over-65-year-olds examined was lower than that reported in the literature. This discrepancy was due to the fact that the abdominal aorta is not usually examined in clinical practice. However, the high mortality rate of AAA during rupture prompted the authors to evaluate this disorder in high-risk patients.